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Sealing Sunny Smiles Across Florida

The Florida Department of Health Public Health Dental Program's
Behoof-Based Sealant Program Initiative

I he Florida Department of Health strongly supports the placemen! of denial sealants on permanent
molars as a primary preventive measure to decrease dental caries. Dental caries, also known as looth
decay, is the single most common chronic ctiitdhood disea&e affecting five times more children than
asthma and seven times more children than hay fever.1 The Cenlers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) recognize dental ssalenis are the most effective way of preventing canes in
permanent molars.-2 Dental sealanis provide a barrier on chewing surfaces lhal prevents over 80
percent of cavities in permanent molars after two years of piecement.3

Denial seatanls are a thin, plastic coating applied lo the chewing surfaces of molar teeth. Each sealant
application applied to the tooth surface can prevent dental decay for up to five years. Dental Sealants
expand the Florida, Department of Health Public Health Dental Program's efforts lo reduce dental caries
m School-age children.

The Florida Department of Health's School-Based Sealant Program Initiative, Sealing Sunny Smiles
Across Florida, is pert of a comprehensive statewide oral health program to promote evidence-based
prevention strategies in order to achieve opiimal oral healih for all F oridians. Currently, ihere are 46
counties throughout the stale with Florida Department Df Heallh sponsored school-based dental sealant
programs. These programs are festering a positive dental presence within each community by
providing preventive dental care to children who are mosl at risk for developing denial canes. To learn
more aboul School-Based Sealant Programs visit http://www.florid^health QOV/procirams -and-
serviccs/commurnty-healIh.'danla; heal tlr seala fit .htmI and for more information about sealanis
blips //www yontube.com/walch?v=Ukmex 7rdfipP. The Florida Department of Heallh Public Health
Dental Program, along with the overwhelming majority of steles end health care organizations across
the country, firmly supports and continues to recommend denial sealanl placement through school-
based sealanl programs as a preventive measure for the reduction of dental caries among children.
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