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The Florida Department of Health (Department) strongly supports the placement of dental 
sealants on permanent molars as a primary preventive measure to decrease tooth decay. 
Tooth decay remains the most prevalent chronic disease in both children and adults, even 
though it is largely preventable. 1 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
estimates 46% of children ages 2-19 years have untreated or restored dental decay in one or 
more of their primary or permanent teeth.2 The CDC recognizes dental sealants as an effective 
way of preventing tooth decay in permanent molars. 

Dental sealants are thin coatings painted on the back teeth that act as a barrier on chewing 
surfaces to prevent 80% of tooth decay in permanent molars after two years of placement. 3 

Dental sealants expand the Department's Public Health Dental Program's efforts to reduce 
tooth decay in school-age children. 

The Department's School-Based Sealant Program (S-BSP) Initiative, Sealing Sunny Smiles 
Across Florida, is a component of a comprehensive statewide oral health program to promote 
evidence-based prevention strategies to achieve optimal oral health for all Floridians. 
Currently, there are S-BSPs in 65 counties, 56 served by the Department and 9 served by 
federally qualified health centers. According to the Department's Public Health Dental 
Program's internal database, the Department's S-BSPs provided more than 518,000 services 
to more than 119,200 children in the 2023-2024 school year. These programs provide a dental 
screening, sealants, fluoride varnish application, oral health education, referrals to a dental 
home, and foster a positive dental presence within each community. 

Visit http://www,flhealth,goy/sea1ants to learn more about school-based sealant programs 
and watch https://www,yoytybe,com/watch?y=mbwTys8VSPQ for more information about 
sealants. The Department's Public Health Dental Program, as well as most states and health 
care organizations across the country, firmly supports and continues to recommend dental 
sealant placement through S-BSPs as a preventive measure for the reduction of tooth decay 
among children. 
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