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Perinatal / Congenital Syphilis

Disease Summary
In July, a total of 437 cases of various diseases were reported to the Florida
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Department of Health in Broward County (DOH-Broward). Among them, there

were thirty-six cases of campylobacteriosis, forty-four cases of shigellosis, ten

cases of acute hepatitis B, four cases of acute hepatitis C, eighteen cases of

possible rabies exposure, one case of mumps, sixteen cases of Varicella, and one

case of vibriosis (Vibrio vulnificus).

Food Recalls

There were nine food recalls reported in Florida for the month of July 2018.

Brand Name Food Recall Date Health Risk

Rad Cat Raw Diet Cat Food 7/6/2018 Listeria/STEC 0121

Win Opportunity Knocks Fresh and Frozen, Raw 7/18/2018 E. Coli 045, 0103 and 0145
Ground Beef Products

King Bio Aquaflora Candida HP9, 7/20/2018 Pseudomonas Brenneri,
Lymph Detox, and Baby Pseudomonas
Teething Liquids Fluroescens, and

Burkholderia Multivorans

Mondeléz Global LLC Certain Ritz Cracker 7/21/2018 Salmonella
Sandwiches and Ritz Bits

Pepperidge Farm Goldfish Crackers 7/23/2018 Salmonella

Flowers Foods Swiss Rolls and Old 7/23/2018 Salmonella
Fashioned Bread

Kraft Heinz Taco Bell Salsa Con 7/24/2018 Clostridium Botulinum
Queso Mild Cheese Dip

Associated Milk Whey powder 7/25/2018 Salmonella

Producers Inc. (AMPI)

Liparia Foods, LLC Turkey & Swiss 7/28/2018 Listeria

Submarine Sandwiches

Click here to visit the food recalls search page

All data are provisional
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Marija Venskauskaite, M.P.H.

Merlin Reportable Disease Surveillance

Table 1. Provisional Cases* of Selected Notifiable Disease
Broward County, Florida, July 2018

BROWARD FLORIDA
Cumulative Cumulative
July (YTD) July (YTD)
2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017
A. Enteric Infections

Campylobacter 36 34 169 141 482 433 2824 251
Cryptospordiosis 3 1 15 22 80 45 313 235
Ecoli, STEC 14 5 57 43 98 64 522 370
Giardiasos, Acute 4 10 56 54 98 78 624 586
salmonellosis 61 69 309 306 747 660 3238 2936
Shigellosis 44 9 140 69 177 134 899 715
S"eg rzgesuu'::e";;]e 4 46 33 17 20 257 215
Strep Pneumoniae: 2 0 21 23 12 13 149 155

Drug Resistant
C. Viral Hepatitis

Hepatitis B, Acute 10 8 48 36 62 71 475 427
Heps:'et;:;t Wormen 13 10 65 59 46 46 233 279
Hepatitis C, Acute 4 3 31 15 24 42 328 235
Rabies, Possible Exposure 18 9 138 101 375 302 2401 1907
Zika, NON CONGENITAL 4 1 12 32 21 29 126 227
Dengue 2 0 4 0 9 1 13 13

Legionella 8 4 45 26 42 42 328 245
Mumps 1 1 39 6 10 13 120 43
Pertusis 1 2 3 13 39 44 188 225
Varicella (chicken pox) 14 3 72 64 75 47 484 406
Vibriosis (alginolyticus) 1 0 6 1 4 8 32 37

* Confirmed, Probable, Suspect and Unknown Cases based on date of report as reported in Merlin.
Highlighted diseases/conditions are higher than expected for the current month in Broward.

The Merlin system is Florida’s state repository of reportable disease case reports, including automated notification of staff about individual cases of
high priority diseases. Data are extracted using event date which is usually the date of onset of iliness, and when that is unknown, event date may

be date of lab report, or date of diagnosis. All data are provisional



Enas Mohamed, M.B.B.S., M.P.H.

ESSENCE Syndromic Surveillance

The Electronic Surveillance System for the Early Notification of Community Based Epidemics (ESSENCE) was developed by Johns
Hopkins University and Walter Reed Army Institute of Research. It is a syndromic surveillance tool used to monitor potential
bioterrorism threats and reportable diseases. Chief complaint data is transmitted daily to the ESSENCE system from
participating hospital emergency rooms. DOH-Broward monitors a total of 17 reporting hospitals in Broward County. ESSENCE
groups the chief compliant data into twelve syndrome groups, including: botulism-like, exposure, fever, gastrointestinal (Gl),
hemorrhagic, influenza-like-illness (ILI), neurological, rash, respiratory, shock/coma, injury, and other.

ESSENCE creates automatic warnings or alerts for the monitoring of the twelve syndrome groups by comparing statistical
differences in observed and predicted disease based on a 28-day average. Specialized queries have also been developed to
monitor Florida state reportable diseases in Broward County. When an observed value is statistically higher at the p<.05 level, a
yellow warning flag is generated.

Figure 1. ESSENCE Daily Emergency Department Visits, Broward, July 2018
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Figure 1. There was one warning and no alerts for E.R reportable
disease visits; and one warning and no alerts for E.R syndromic visits.
Warning - Yellow data point
Alert - Red data point

All data are provisional.



Marija Venskauskaite, M.P.H.

Influenza Surveillance

During the month of July, Influenza and influenza-like-illness (ILI) activity has continued to plateau. Statewide, activity has been
steady over the last few weeks. There have been no outbreaks of ILI in Broward over the last month. As seen in the chart, influenza
activity peaked in week 5 for Broward County. Florida reported their state activity to have peaked in week 6. There were no positive
influenza tests detected by the Bureau of Public Health Laboratories in recent weeks in Broward County. Broward influenza activity

Figure 2. ESSENCE ILI Visits 2017—- 2018

Summary of Influenza and Respiratory Diseases Data
The number of visits to the emergency department for ILI was similar to previous weeks and was around the number of expected

visits at this time for the month of July with no alerts and no warnings (Fig. 1). The percent-age of emergency department visits due
to ILI was staying around the same.

Influenza Prevention Recommendations

Florida Department Health in Broward County recommends that everyone take precautions to prevent the spread of influenza. The
flu is a contagious disease, caused by the influenza virus, and spreads to others when infected persons cough, sneeze or talk.
Common symptoms of the flu include: fever (usually high), headache, extreme tiredness, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose,
muscle aches, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea (more common among children than adults). Influenza vaccines have protected
millions of people safely for decades. The CDC recommends an annual flu vaccine as the first and best way to protect against
influenza. With flu season almost around the corner it is very important to plan to get this vaccine. This recommendation is the
same even during years when the vaccine composition (the viruses the vaccine protects against) remains unchanged from the
previous season. Everyone 6 months and older is encouraged to get vaccinated against the flu even if they got vaccinated last
season.

Other recommendations include:
Wash your hands often with soap and water or an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth.

Stay home when you are sick, keep sick children home and check with a health care provider, as r
needed.

Do not share eating utensils, drinking glasses, towels or other personal items.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick, if possible.

*For more information, visit www.flu.gov

i Learm maorne:
All data are provisional. _ www.flu.gov




Tuberculosis: Mario Carranza Perinatal: Yvette Gonzalez, M.P.H. Congenital Syphilis: Michel

Tuberculosis

The Florida Department of Health in Broward County Tuberculosis Control Program provides coordinated care to persons with
active TB disease, their close contacts and other persons at high risk for latent tuberculosis infection. Additionally, the TB
program provides community healthcare and non-healthcare provider training and technical assistance related to TB control and
prevention, and assure accurate case reporting through TB surveillance activities.

Table 2. Tuberculosis (TB) Indicators, 2018 year to date through July 31st, 2018

Number of new TB infections 34

Number of new TB infections in US-born persons 6 (17.65% of all new 2018 TB infections)

28 (82.65% of all new 2018 TB infec-

Number of new TB infections in foreign-born persons
tions)

Number of new TB infections with HIV co-infection 8 (23.53% of all new 2018 TB infections)

Perinatal / Congenital Syphilis

The Perinatal Program at the Florida Department of Health in Broward County is a comprehensive linkage, re-engagement, and
adherence program specialized for HIV positive pregnant women. This program provides intensive case management to HIV
positive pregnant women; engage and educate healthcare providers in the prevention of perinatal transmission of HIV; and

promotes HIV prevention through social marketing, community engagement and outreach activities.

Table 3. Perinatal/Congenital Syphilis Indicators, 2018 year to date through July 31st, 2018

Number of newborns to HIV positive mothers 48

Number of cases of perinatal HIV transmission

Percent of HIV+ pregnant women on appropriate antiretroviral regimen

Number of congenital syphilis cases

Number of clients enrolled in modified direct observed therapy 29

All data are provisional



Janelle Taveras, PhD

HIV Prevention Program

Following the directive of the State Health Office, DOH-Broward’s HIV Prevention Program aligns with Florida’s Plan to

Eliminate HIV Transmission and Reduce HIV-related Deaths: also known as the Four (4) Key Components. This Plan includes:

1. Implementing routine HIV and STl screening in healthcare setting and priority testing in non-healthcare settings

2. Provide HIV testing, rapid access to treatment and ensure retention in care; Test and Treat

3. Improve access to antiretroviral pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and non-occupational post-exposure prophylaxis (nPEP)

4. Increase HIV Awareness and community response through outreach, engagement, and messaging
Even with enhanced strategies for HIV prevention programs, meaningful community engagement and partnerships are a requisite to
achieving national, state and local prevention goals. In Broward County, FL, connects gained through contracted providers, Business

Responds to AIDS partners and Physicians providers provide significant partnerships and the outcomes our progress is reflected in
Table 4. below. . . .
Table 4. HIV Prevention Partnership Indicators

HIV Tests Conducted by Contracted Providers 2,960 16,730

Condoms Distributed by Contracted Providers  [ili&iio) 665,886

Business Responds to AIDS Visits 82 535
Physician Detailing Visits 44 74

For more HIV Prevention reports, updates, and other resources, please visit https://browardgreaterthan.org/

Contracted Providers

The HIV Prevention Contracted Providers are responsible for conducting outreach, provide HIV testing, and encouraging people in
their communities to know their HIV status. For clients testing reactive, the providers ensure that they are linked to medical care
and have access to essential support services to help them stay in care. For individuals testing non-reactive, they provide essential
support services to help individuals remain HIV-negative. Some examples of support services provided include education, counsel-

ing, behavioral interventions, support groups, condom distribution, referral and linkage services to access other essential support
services that are not provided by the provider.

Business Responds to AIDS (BRTA)

Business Responds to AIDS (BRTA) is a free public-private partnership initiative created by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) in 1992 that provides businesses of all sizes such as barbershops and clothing stores with tailored resources and
tools to reduce stigma and prevent discrimination against employees living with HIV.
BRTA has three primary goals:

1.To increase community awareness about the impact of HIV/AIDS

2.To motivate residents to get tested and seek prevention, treatment, and care services

3.To increase the number of people who know their HIV status and are linked to appropriate care

Physician Detailing

The purpose of physician detailing is to increase Broward County providers’ knowledge and awareness on core components that will

assist in improving the health care delivery of those individuals who are at risk of HIV infection or living with HIV/AIDS. These core
components are the following:

1, Sexual health history assessments
2. Routine HIV and Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) screening in health care settings
3. Improve access to antiretroviral pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and non-occupational post-exposure prophylaxis (nPEP)

Broward County HIV Prevention Planning Council (BCHPPC)

HIV prevention works best when there is community involvement. BCHPPC ensures that critical HIV prevention programs are in-
formed by and succeed in reaching Broward County’s diverse populations. Your voice, input, and support is needed to help end this
epidemic. Are you ready to join us? Download the membership application (https://browardgreaterthan.org/documents/BCHPPC-
Application.pdf), complete it and e-mail it to jersey.garcia@flhealth.gov.
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Test and Treat: Sonya Richards Rapid-PrEP: Michael Alonso, M.S.

Test and Treat

The Florida Department of Health in Broward County (DOH-Broward) and the Broward County Ryan White Part A Grantee
Office are working in partnership to implement Test and Treat (T&T) throughout the Ryan White Part A system of care. T&T is a
clinical program providing immediate linkage to HIV primary care and initiation of Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) at the time of HIV
diagnosis or returning to care after a gap in services. The program benefits the client’s health and the community by providing ini-
tial ART while working through the issues of eligibility and linkage to ongoing HIV primary care.

Table 5. Test and Treat Program Totals:
May 1st 2017 - August 1st, 2018

TOTAL NUMBER CLIENTS REFERRED 1349
Total Enrolled*: 1181 88%

Newly diagnosed: 523 44%

Previous positives: 658 56%
REFUSED: 32 2%
INELIGIBLE**: 98 7%

*Enrolled clients: Any referred Broward County resident who receives an initial medical provider visit and receipt of
antiretroviral medications post HIV diagnosis

**Ineligible clients: Any individual who does not live in Broward County, is in jail, deemed HIV negative with proof of HIV -
negative confirmatory test result, or deceased

Rapid-PrEP

June 1st, 2018 commenced the start of the PrEP Program at the Broward Wellness Center, known as Rapid-PrEP (R-PrEP). PrEP is
the acronym for pre-exposure prophylaxis, which is a once a day medication that can prevent the acquisition of HIV. The DOH
R-PrEP program will provide comprehensive HIV counseling and testing, medical and navigation services to Broward residents in
addition to PrEP medication on the same day.

Table 6. Rapid PrEP Program Totals:

June 2018, July 2018
June July
TOTAL CLINICAL VISITS 197 216
Total Enrolled*: 154 (78.2%) 175 (81%)
Private Insurance: 61 (39.6%) 81 (46.3%)
Patient Assistance Program: 93 (60.4%) 94 (53.4%)
INELIGIBLE** 43 (21.8%) 41 (19%)

*Enrolled clients: Any Broward County residents who received a 10-day starter pack from a Broward Wellness Center provider
and enrolled with a PrEP navigator during their visit

**|neligible clients: Clients who either do not live in Broward County or who left after receiving their 10-day starter pack
before meeting with a PrEP navigator

All data are provisional 7



Krystle Kirkland-Mobley, MPH

Upcoming Events and Trainings

-Wednesday August 22nd
Broward County HIV Prevention Planning Council (BCHPPC) Meeting
1:30pm—4:00pm
DOH-Broward Main Auditorium
780 SW 24th Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

-Saturday August 25th
Royal Palm/Embry Village Apartment Resource Fair
10:00am—2:00pm
Royal Palm/Embry Village Apartments
2979 NW 56th Avenue
Lauderhill, FL 33313

-Saturday September 15th
Sistrunk Community Mega Soup
5:00p0m—8:00pm
The Megaphone Community Center
808 NW 13th Terrance
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311

-Tuesday September 18th
National HIV/AIDS & Aging Awareness Day
Active Older Adult Sexual Health Olympics
10:00am—1:00pm
L.A. Lee YMCA
408 NW 14th Terrace
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311

-Friday September 21st
Black Women’s Health Summit
5:00pm—8:00pm
City of Lauderdale Lakes Educational and Cultural Center
3580 W Oakland Park Boulevard
Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33311
Click here to register

-Friday October 5th
EPIC (Enhancing Prevention In Communities) Summit

8:00am—4:30pm

Embassy Suites by Hilton Fort Lauderdale
1100 SE 17th Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Click here to register

CME credits offered
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